
VASSAR TOWNSHIP 

TUSCOLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS ORDINANCE 

ADOPTED: 6/9/2026 

EFFECTIVE: 7/16/2026 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO SECURE THE PUBLIC PEACE, HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE 
RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF VASSAR, TUSCOLA COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN BU THE REGULATION OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS INJURIOUS TO LIFE OR 
HEALTH; TO PROVIDE FOR THE DEMOLITION OF SUCH DANGEROUS BUILDINGS; TO 
PROVIDE PENALITIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF SAID ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE COST OF SAID MAKING SAFE OR DEMOLITION OF DANGEROUS 
BUILDINGS; AND TO REPEAL ALL ORDIANCE AND PARTS OF ORDIANCES IN CONFLICT 
THEREWITH 

 

Section 1: Title. 

 This ordinance shall be known and cited as the VASSAR TOWNSHIP “DANGEROUS 
BUILDINGS ORDINANCE.” 

Section 2: Definitions. 

 As used in this ordinance, the term “dangerous building” means any building or 
structure, residential or otherwise, which has any of the following defects or is in any of the 
following conditions: 

(a) Whenever any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of 
ingress or egress does not confirm to the Buildings Codes or Fire Codes 
effective within the Township, it shall be considered that such building 
does not meet the requirements of this Ordinance. Any new construction 
requiring a building permit must comply with applicable codes and 
ordinances at the time the building permit and plans are submitted to the 
Township. Existing structures shall comply to the applicable codes and 
ordinances that were in effect on the date of original construction.   



(b) Whenever any portion has been damaged by fire, wind, flood or by any 
other cause in such a manner that the structural strength or stability is 
appreciably less than it was before such catastrophe and is less than the 
minimum requirements of the code at the time of construction of the 
structure. 

(c) Whenever any portion or member or appurtenance is likely to fall or to 
become detached or dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure persons 
or damage property. 

(d) Whenever any portion has settled to such an event that walls or other 
structural portions have materially less resistance to winds than is 
required of the code at the time of construction of the structure. 

(e) Whenever the building or structure or any part, because of dilapidation, 
deterioration, decay, faulty construction, or because of the removal or 
movement of some portion of the ground necessary for the purpose 
thereof, or for other reason, is likely to fall or give way. 

(f) Whenever for any reason whatsoever the building or structure or any 
portion is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for which it is used. 

(g) When the building or structure has been so damaged by fire, wind or 
flood, or has become so dilapidated or deteriorated as to become an 
attractive nuisance to children who might play therein to their danger, or 
to afford a harbor for vagrants, criminals or immoral persons, or as to 
enable persons to resort thereto for the purpose of committing a 
nuisance or unlawful or immoral acts. 

(h) Whenever a building or structure, because of dilapidation, decay, 
damage or faulty construction or arrangement or otherwise, is unsanitary 
or unfit for human habitation or is in a condition that is likely to cause 
sickness or disease when so determined by the health office, or is likely 
to work injury to the health, safety or general welfare of those living or 
working within. 

(i) Whenever any building becomes vacant, dilapidated and open at door or 
window, leaving the interior of the building exposed to the elements or 
accessible to entrance by trespassers. 

Section 3: Prohibition. 

 It shall be unlawful for any owner, or agent thereof, to keep or maintain any building 
or part thereof which is a dangerous building as defined in this Ordinance. The Township 
Board shall pass a resolution authorizing who may inspect any dangerous buildings within 
the Township for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances. The Township Board 



shall approve any enforcement action before a citation is issued to the Tuscola County 
District Court. 

Section 4: Enforcement. 

 Any person, firm or corporation or other entity who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
responsible for a municipal civil infraction and shall pay a fine according to the Vassar 
Township Fee Schedule. If a determination of responsibility is made by the Court, the Court 
may impose costs as provided for by law in addition to the fines called for in the Vassar 
Township Fee Schedule. The foregoing penalties shall not prohibit the Township from 
seeking injunctive relief against a violator or such other appropriate relief as may be 
provided by law. Specifically, the Township shall be empowered to see a demolition order 
through the Court. The imposition of any fine shall not exempt the offender from 
compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.  

Section 5: Severability. 

 The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and, if any part 
is declared invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the 
remainder of the Ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 6: Effective Date and Repeal: 

 This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after the date of publication of a summary 
hereof, after adoption. Ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.  


